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Before the 2 2000
Federal Communications Commission Qel

Washington, D.C. 20554 . ~18Ii~'
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In the Matter of

ARCH COMMUNICATIONS GROUP, INC.
and PAGING NETWORK, INC.

For Consent to Transfer Control ofPaging,
Narrowband PCS, and Other Licenses

To: Chief, Wireless Telecommunications Bureau

)
)
) WT Docket No. 99-365
) File No. 0000053846, et al.
) DA 99-3028
)
)

MOTION FOR EXTENSION OF TIME

Metrocall, Inc. ("Metrocall"), by its attorneys and pursuant to Section 1.46 of the

Commission's Rules, 47 C.F.R. § 1.46; hereby respectfully requests a brief, two-day

extension oftime, up to and including Wednesday, October 4,2000, within which to file

its Opposition to Paging Network, Inc.'s ("PageNet") Motion to Dismiss (the "Motion")

Metrocall's Petition for Reconsideration or Informal Complaint (the "Petition") in the

above-captioned proceeding.

Metrocall's counsel has orally notified PageNet's attorneyl and the Commission's

staff of the filing of this Motion, as required by Section 1.46(c).

The Motion was filed with the Commission on Friday, September 22, 2000. As

with the Opposition filed by Arch Communications Group, the Motion was apparently

hand-delivered to Metrocall's attorneys' offices shortly after 6:00 p.m. on that date;

however, it was not actually received by the attorneys until midday on Monday,
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1 PageNet does not consent to the requested extension, and PageNet's attorney has indicated that PageNet
may file an opposition to this Motion.

2 A voicemail message has been left concerning this matter with a staff attorney familiar with this
proceeding.
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September 25,2000. Although Metrocall's attorneys believed that, due to the difference

in the length of the response period for oppositions to motions, they would be able to

timely file an opposition despite the delay in their receipt of the Motion, it has not been

possible to complete and finalize the pleading. Had the Motion been served by mail, it

would most likely have been received by Metrocall' s attorneys on Monday, September

25, 2000, and the deadline to respond would have been Thursday, October 5,2000. This

brief motion is necessary to allow Metrocall's counsel nearly the amount of time

typically afforded by the FCC to file an opposition. Moreover, Metrocall has asked for

an extension until Wednesday, October 4,2000 to reply to Arch's Opposition to the

Petition; a grant of the requested extension will result in the concurrent filing of the

related pleadings.

The Commission has stated its "general philosophy" that its "procedural rules are

often waived, so long as the orderliness [of a proceeding] is preserved." Service

Broadcasting, Inc., 46 RR2d 413,416 (1979). The requested extension will not disrupt

the orderliness of this proceeding; a mere two days is requested, and the Opposition will

be filed before the date that it would have been due had the Opposition been served by

mail. There will be no prejudice to any party; the above-captioned transaction cannot be

consummated unless and until the Bankruptcy Court confirms PageNet's plan of

reorganization, and the confirmation hearing on that plan will not be held until October

26,2000.

The Commission has a statutory mandate to consider all facts relevant to its

ultimate public interest determination. WSTE-TV v. FCC, 566 F.2d 333,337 (D.c. Cir.

1977); Dena Pictures, Inc., 46 RR2d 1583, 1584 (1980); Service Broadcasting, 46 RR2d
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at 416, n.3. A grant of this Motion will allow Commission to have all relevant facts

before it, to enable it to fulfill its mandate.

For all the foregoing reasons, Metrocall respectfully requests that the requested

extension of time be granted.

Respectfully submitted,

c.

By: o!:.----f--..L---t--+I-+I--+--

Its Attorneys

ALSTON & BIRD LLP
601 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
North Building, 11th Floor
Washington, DC 20004
(202) 756-3300
Fax: (202) 756-3333

October 2, 2000
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Veronica Blakeney, a secretary with the law firm ofAlston & Bird LLP, hereby
certify that on the 2nd day of October, 2000, I caused to be served the foregoing Motion
for Extension ofTime by hand-delivery (unless otherwise noted), upon the following:

Paul D'Ari, Chief
Policy and Rules Branch
Commercial Wireless Division
Wireless Telecommunications Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW, Room 4-A325
Washington, DC 20554

Roger Noel, Chief
Licensing & Technical Analysis Branch
Commercial Wireless Division
Wireless Telecommunications Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW, Room 4-B115
Washington, DC 20554

Terry L. Fishel, Deputy Chief *
Licensing and Technical Analysis
Branch
Commercial Wireless Division
Wireless Telecommunications Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
1270 Fairfield Road
Gettysburg, PAl 7325

Lauren Kravetz, Attorney Advisor
Commercial Wireless Division
Wireless Telecommunications Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW, Room 4-A163
Washington, DC 20554

Mike Samsock, Attorney Advisor
Commercial Wireless Division
Wireless Telecommunications Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW, Room 4-A131
Washington, DC 20554

* Indicates first class U.S.
mail, postage prepaid.
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Pearl McGinnis, Chief
Licensing Section
Commercial Wireless Division
Wireless Telecommunications Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW, Room 4-C261
Washington, DC 20554

Joyce Nary, Deputy Chief *
Licensing Section
Commercial Wireless Division
Wireless Telecommunications Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
1270 Fairfield Road
Gettysburg, PA 17325

Beth Fishel *
Wireless Telecommunications Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
1270 Fairfield Road
Gettysburg, PA 17325

Sharon Weigle *
Wireless Telecommunications Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
1270 Fairfield Road
Gettysburg, PA 17325

Jim Loughry
Commercial Wireless Division
Wireless Telecommunications Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW, Room 4-A420
Washington, DC 20554

Elizabeth Williams
Commercial Wireless Division
Wireless Telecommunications Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW, Room 4-A327
Washington, DC 20554



Jeannette Spriggs
International Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW, Room 7-A455
Washington, DC 20554

Lawrence Movshin, Esq.
Kathryn A. Zachem, Esq.
Carolyn Groves, Esq.
Wilkinson Barker Knauer LLP
2300 N Street NW
Suite 700
Washington DC 20037
Counsel to Arch Communications
Group, Inc.

Judith St. Ledger-Roty, Esq.
James 1. Freeman, Esq.
Kelley Drye & Warren LLP
1200 19th Street NW
Suite 500
Washington DC 20036
Counsel to Paging Network, Inc.

Jeffrey S. Sabin, Esq. *
Schulte Roth & Zabel LLP
900 Third Avenue
New York, NY 10022
Bankruptcy Counsel to Metrocall, Inc.
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Thomas White, Esq.
Wilmer, Cutler & Pickering
2445 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20037
Corporate Counsel to Metrocall, Inc.

Lawrence K. Snider, Esq. *
Stuart M. Rozen, Esq.
Mayer, Brown & Platt
190 South La Salle Street
Chicago, IL 60603-3341
Special Counsel to Paging Network, Inc.
and subsidiaries

James L. Patton, Jr., Esq. *
Young Conaway Stargatt & Taylor, LLP
Eleventh Floor, Wilmington Trust
Center
1100 North Market Street
P.O. Box 391
Wilmington, Delaware 19899-0391
Bankruptcy Counsel to Paging Network,

Inc. A~
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* Indicates first class U.S. mail,
postage prepaid.
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